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Statements of Mr. Dies 
blic mind might as well come from 
their practical effect is concerned. A\ 
yn our morale would be less damaging 
n the Hitler pay roll.” 


VICE-PRESIDENT HENRY A. WALLACE 


} 
j 


doctrine which the Klan has been laying worn t 
ast twenty years. One needs but to look back us 
s 


the Klan’s publications to find repeated ten 
same warning which Mr. Dies sounded. His 


,. a ! 907 f 
ely parallels the program Oo} 


thods 


the Klan thas 
flerence between them.” 


IMPERIAL WIZARD JAMES A, COLESCOTT 
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Vhat Dies Is Up to 


IRCHWEY 


peoptk na ‘or mo coming el 


may worry about political sonnel ren 


strong distaste for unfair behavior. They sive spirit 


blows landed bclow the belt; they don't agencies—< 
men and women should be attacked and given no cases attracted men of e1 
to defend themselves: they don’t like to see old, They are the seed-bearer: the demo 


d democratic procedures made a joke of by men there 1s to be one. It is no accident that Dic 


iest and most Friday, Matthews, should have selected the 
Economic Warfare for p rhaps his most unscrupulou 


ods and trust the natural instinct of the public for tacks. Headed by one of the true democrats of our time 
) by a dx 


Vice-President Wallace. directed by 


to defend them. And so the eas 


s way to attack Dies is to expose his unscrupulous 


ind fair play to bring about a change 
its dangers. Too much sive, Milo Perkins, this board has 


+ 


method of attack ha 


is on the bad behavior of Dies and his commit help to shape the economy of the pe 


to distract attention from the purposes that dictate war. When Dies tried to discredit 
takenly attributing Commu 


1 


For that reason the ma- of its ex-bank 


+ 


the story « 


conducting 


That on 
What is important is 
led 


smearing has succeed 


agency in the government 


the letterhe 
Lil¢ rl 


ple’s Court it any t Ihserve dem the es of his victin 

ial forms.) The purpose of the Dies committe« mous network of th 
subversive group Dilling is by that token 
al purpo: 1 ippointments. It take 
New Deal and the ministrator to pick his 

elements 1n the national Administration ing in the Social Registe Martin D: 

luding especially th esident of the United Stat Some of the results of 1 Dies terror have crept into 
“ 1 


I resignation of Maurice Parmelee 


that, in turn, is only the immediate practical cx- the newspaper I 
ion of a much larger purpose, which is the destruc- from the Board of Economic Warfare and of Malcolm 
Cowley from the Office of Facts and Figures were among 


of progressive tendencies in American life as a 


l¢ the published triumphs ot Dies over decen y. But few 


That is why the committee has gone out of its way to people know of the hundreds of able men and women 
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whose names have been proposed for jobs and then on the road to power. R mber? The great press, eve; 


1, or have not even been proposed, because the the liberal press, feared to attack the rising H 
idow of the Dics inquisition lies across the adminis- openly, though his plug-uglies were beating uy 
rator's desk in every agency. people in the strects and his anti-Semitism was 

Matters should improve now that the Department of in the nostrils of the world. The decent German 
| e ha posed the hollowness of the charges leveled deplored this and that—his “methods,” his 
by the committee against government cmployces. But Jews; they may even have questioned the accura 
Agencies want to dodge trouble and get ahead assertion that Germany was about to be capt 
1e central menace gr 


) their work, and only the other day an official in communism. But they let t 
them who called me to inquire about an applicant so Germany was captured by Hitlerism instead 
him if Hitler's gentle opponents—the deplorers, the « 

had had any connection with organizations on the ers, the civil libertarians—were cither taken 


’ 


i 


Dies black list hucked into concentration camps, where their 
Whether all its members know it or not, the Dies for tolerance wouldn't interfere with the ri 
is as authentic and ugly a manifestation of Order. 
American f ; Huey Long, or Gerald Winrod, Don’t mistake me. Dies is no Hitler. He is a: 
| 


nas n 


\ appearance before the committce was mysteriously tious, reactionary Southern politician. He 
the last minute, or Father Coughlin, whom much of a following in his own state or he would 
Dics never could be induced to investigate at all. come in better than fourth in a four-man race 
Don't remind me that he poked into the affairs of the Senate. Dies is not important as a man or a | 


} 


Bund or questioned one or two native fascists. Of course He is important as a symbol of forces that hay 


th of them to hold his franchise. mobilized to defeat our hope of a democratic A 


After all, f is not triumphant in America; even a victorious war, and a people's peace. Dies speak 
‘ i ‘ 


D to go through the motions of pretending to reaction that is today engaged in civil war. Ar 
democrat. Dies could afford to investigate a Fritz speaks effectively. We must not fool ourselves wit! 


Kuhn or a Deatherage. Or rather, he couldn't afford not about methods and rights and proper Congression 


‘ 


lures. Dies is not performing a democratic { 


to. His bias is patent to you and me; though apparently 
it is not | nt to the average Congressman. But even a badly; he is performing an anti-democratic man 
less-than-average Congressman might knit his brow if he well. His every move is an act of war. His comn 
! ! that, in a time when the United States was be- is a camouflaged pillbox in the fascist fight for « 
embroiled in a life-and-death struggle with in- ff our democracy. It needs to be stormed and 


4 WL 





, samal nNmittce } . , re 
Co wressional COommiIttcé thrown not reforn 









w Dealers and branding as Com- ~~ e | 
hn ceed sioned 4 steimend Forum for Fascists 
tacking William Randolph Hearst or gave $5 to Loy- "1 submit that the Dies committee, on the | 


P cal ry : —— ’ 
Spain face Oj tre record, Pas Shou n ilset} not to be er 


. . 7 | 4 4 , , ; 
Dies inv rated—if so honorable a word can con titled to continuation. I submit that the « | 


to | ! for the sloppy, gossip-column techniqu mittee has demonstrated itself to be the foe 

of his comn he irreducible minimum of his fel groups the government is trying to unite int 
But the people h t out to save his country war effort... the creator of internal confusi | 

fro re the liber the progressives, the pro-labor hubbub, and disunity; the implacable antagon | 


New D mocral H led them Communist ' of the Net Deal; the avotder of farr juale. 


} j 


map tito l, ° I . ae tel 20 
1h ippropriations from Congress and ni and committee procedure; the exe mi pl r 
-qualifications editorials in the press, and marked soltcitude in its treatment of Ameri 
i I 
IPLply v id publi just ’ Asc? fs; tpe grantor of the committee jporum 


1] for { t he was ving it from t) a platform from which fe w-baiters, cra bp 
1] led in do nd totalitarians identified with fascist ore 
1 in making people afraid of him. Hi tions spouted their nauseating nostrums. T/ 

remat le myth, and sold it to his fellor ind many other attributes, omissions, and « 


Congr to oppose Dies was to support Stalin missions of the comynittee make it in my ju 
And many a! tor ho privately attacked Dies, or ment desert ng Of a gulet and not too we 

' ' ’ ' 1 1 , y , poof? 

least deplored thods.”’ lost his nerve when heralded funeral Representative John Cof 


fer Washington 
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Dies, | 


iil 4 

! I 
' 
Is in th 


relations, at 
try ! . Humble O1 
Standard O:l Company ot New Jerse j The Dies com 


] 
yn to se 


Northern corporations either move North or go 


In Dies’s case the decision was made im an mittee has won approval from people willing to pay half 
ration: his father was a Congressman, and a million dollars for its continuation; the chairman told 


Martin was going to the university the House as much when there was some opposition to a 


arning the oily ropes of , trifling $100,000 
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Martin Dies 15 a nationaiist. That can 


ress in the backwoods, 


repre sent prog- 
where a man from the next county 
is a foreigner, The people of Dies’s district are 99 per 
white folks are 


cent native, and the mostly of “pure 


Anglo-Saxon descent.’’ In Dies's boyhood the district 
uded a penitentiary, afterward an insane asylum, 
which housed a few aliens from other parts of the state; 
but this would only suggest that a foreigner must be 
either criminal or crazy. Martin Dies didn’t get abroad 


in the last war, and once proposed more stringent pass- 


port restrictions to keep Americans safe at home. He 
did little } 


could foot the bill 


traveling in this country until his committee 

Dies’s predecessor, Representative John C. Box, was 
credited with originating the politically tactful quota 
system of immigration; but Dies’s own efforts have been 
to bar the gates completely against ‘foreign hordes’’ and 
to keep ‘America for the Americans.” His father bitterly 


ypposed Wilson's League of Nations. In 1934, when the 
nationalist tide was rising again, young Martin signed 
a magazine article entitled Nationalism Spells Safety, in 
which he confessed that he was ‘disgusted with all this 
unintelligible jargon about internationalism.” In speeches 
made in recent years he has consistently seen less danger 
to the country from invasion by foreign armies than from 
“foreign influences” and “‘the invasion of foreign ideas.” 

Martin Dies is anti-labor. His father fulminated against 
the Colorado mine strike and thought that Champ Clark 
ind Oscar Underwood, as well as Bryan and Wilson, had 
old out to socialism. Martin junior began his Congres- 
sional career as Garner's fair-haired boy in the fight on 
the NRA and the wage-hour bills. Having proposed an 
sitdown strikes as 
naturally regarded his ¢ 
tivitics aS an assignment to 


tc. m& SR 


unions, and smear the 


investigation of “un-American,” he 
ymmittee on un-American Ac- 
scotch rattlesnakes”’ 
blacklist 


NLRB. 


among 


organizcrs, members of aggressive 


The NATION 





his book, how the Trojan horse was 
's proposal to stoy 
time when the immigran 
mainly refugees from the Reich; and note that h 
a Christian nation,” was appr 
William Du lley Pelley as 

Martsn Dies ts antt- 
said to the Dies 


believe in white 


Silvershirtism at i 
Nevro. When George D« 


committee, “I am bigoted 







supremacy,’ the chairman blus! 
A 4 


the word “bigoted.” In his district the poll ta 
franchises some 70,000 Negroes. His committ 
sought to identify poll-tax repeal with the Com: 
program. 





Martin Dies is a master of ballyhoo. His fath 
praise from Yankee newspapers by calling Wi 





power-crazed czar, leading the country to ruin. By 





ing labor and the New Deal, Martin junior made 1 
acceptable to 85 per cent of the papers in the c 






Like Dexter Fellowes, Dies had a show the editor 





joyed, with the G. O. P. elephant to do tricks for 





And his publicity is notable for perfect timing and 





use of space. 






The timing has been right not only for electi 





for appropriations; each time he wants more mor 





takes so many inches of type, and because he as} 





millions, his biggest appropriation was headlined 





“reduction.” Good timing also distinguishes his wat 





against labor and the New Deal. Attacks on union 





ganizets are synchronized with contract negotiations, and 





red influence in the Administration is charged at 





crises of debate on such important measures as neutra 





repeal or price control. 





Geographically, Dies press releases distribute their 





fire, promising juicy local revelations but confining dis- 





cussion to distant dangers. In Washington Dies talks of 
German airports along the Rio Grande; in Texas, of 






threats to Philadelphia shipyards. 





Quick to take advantage of or to invent news tic-ups 





he is also good at balancing blunders with fresh prom 
and meeting a rebuke with impertinence. When the 






President criticized Dies’s early use of his committce to 





defeat Murphy in Michigan, Dies managed in on: 





tence to insult the Chief Executive and a future Jus! 








of the Supreme Court: “It would have been wrong to 





shield Governor Murphy simply because he was a Det 





crat and a strong friend of the President.” 





The most serious damage done by Dies publicity was 





of course to warn the Bund of impending investigations 





in time to permit removal of records. This pattern ot 





the telegraphed punch—announcement of raids to con 





followed by failure to find the missing papers—occurt i 































Octobe 


in city a 
Presider 
summofr 
invesug. 
srrested 
lhe: 
fiarh 


by Russ 


varned 


ctober 4. 1942 


? 


n city after city, despite Justice Department protests an 
Presidential warnings. Bund leader Fritz Kuhn was not 
nmoned by the committee until a year after a Bund 
estigation was promised. By that time he had been 
sted by New York state authorities, on FBI evidence, 
vies claimed and still claims credit. 
iarlin Dies uses publicity lo poison publi Opinion 
nst Russta. His book says much about the Trojan- 
technique; from the start his investigation mini- 


A 


d Axis activities by emphasizing the menace of 
cow. In vain the President asserted, and Gallup fig 
showed, that the country wanted an investigation of 
and Maury Maverick warned that political in- 
vations ‘‘always complimented the Germans because 
were so many Germans but gave the Russians hell.” 
himself said for publication that Nazi influence, 
ored to be backed by “large industrialists’’ (never 
n mentioned), would be considered first, with Com- 
influence second, and “Spanish and Chinese 
aganda third.’’ Nevertheless, the investigation pro- 
d. until United 


s, in the proportions of the Dies book. Twenty-one 


Germany declared war on the 


f twenty-eight chapters of “The Trojan Horse in 
rica” are On communism, two on the Bund, one on 
Pelley brand of fascism, and one on the Italian 
Japan doesn't even get a chapter, while Falange 
White Ukrainian activities go unmentioned. 
| es confusion as a dei 
of Dies’s charges 
nvestigation was 
s, relief association 
Dies even offered to investigate various gov- 
TVA 


+ 


send investigators into 


nt to Hollywood to hunt 


y affiliation could be found. 
s lwavs possil o i a dirty thumb-print 


> notina position 


if nitely state whether or American Civil 
; Union can properly be classed as a Communist 
nization.” But “linking” and “branding” come easy 

; an capable of asserting that “Joseph Stalin 


hand 


the ot] 


in international spy ring with on 
aS st 
milk with 


is simp 


} wselat Lhe £ } ' 
egislative lobby for cheaper 


se Finally, a favorite Dies device 
Communist for Nazi, or vice versa, in keeping with 
Dies are 
nese twins. In an early debate on the Bund he said, 


20 alarmist. I’m not inclined to look under 


that the “red and brown Fihrers” 


, 
coctrine 


every 


for a Communist.” Throughout the hearings he 


en interrupted or led witnesses to say that facts 


ight out abeut the Axis must have a Communist 


“and of course the same tactics are pursue d 
1940 he 


interpart 
Mexican elections of 
> ¢ ft 


te must have known that the threats of violence 


Russia.” During the 


irned of red plots to intervene by for irm< 


coming from the fascist supporters of General Aln 


who was in turn supported by the oil companies hiring 
Dies’s Uncle Jack. 

Martin Dies makes a dangerous appeal to the ignorant 
His flag-waving oratory was made to order for Hearst 
headlines; his accents appeal to joiners, and joiners 


appeal to him. At one time he planned a ‘League for 
t : 


Peace and Americanism,” similar to Senator Reynolds's 


aren 
jol 


Vindicators, which was to agitate for s for Ameri- 


cans’ and the deportation of aliens and against immi- 
gration and the sending of American troops to fight on 
foreign soil. 

Having been feted by Westchester society, hailed at a 
hotel dinner in New York as ‘the Sir Galahad of Ameri 
can politics,’’ and mentioned for the Presidency by Father 
Coughlin, Dies must be excused for cherishing the high- 
est hopes for his own future. Nobody except him really 
thinks he could be President; he couldn't even attain his 
early ambition to be party leader in the House. But his 
fan mail has Congress scared. 

To sentimental patriots, the favorite Dies appeal is 
that of the martyr. His life is threatened, his children 
may be kidnapped, his files must be guarded because h 
Any 
to the enemy. When the House declined 


the 


has fearlessly exposed the enemies of our country. 
defeat is due 
his proposal to investigate strikes, “this showed 
power wielded by the Communists and their fellow 
travelers during that period.’’ When ninety-eight clergy 
men and religious leaders asked Congress to cut off th 
us¢ | 
that 


f ac ing 


Dies funds, they “had permitted themselves to be 
discovered 


“We ar 


agents 


by Browdet.” When Treasury a; 


Dies owed back taxes, he told admirers, 


a serious situation... .” 

Martin Dies’ s 

an American Gé lapo. On Dies’s own 
with the FBI becaus« 

| 


strictly legal activities of persons who 


COMLNITT EE 


not conflict it investigates 


cannot be 


dicted as criminals, persons described in the records 


“well-meaning innocents,” honest liberals,” and “‘or- 


< 


dinary middle-class citizens.’ But Dies « x pense vouchers 


show payments to informers and spices, trucking charges 
for the seizure of records, and rentals for listening-posts 
and dictaphones. At committee headquarters it is ad- 
mitted that lists of names will be furnished to respon- 
sible authorities who make proper written application 
to the chairman—that 1s, will be furnished to employers 
compiling black lists. 

The committee urges its own black list upon govern- 
ment agencies. One war-agency executive says that Dies 
intimidation now forces administrators to hire mediocre, 
“safe” help in preference to more efficient progressives, 
because you can't have inquisitors disrupting the staff. 

Martin Dies is hostile to progress in government. He 
has argued repeatedly for “class tolerance,’’ meaning, 


apparently, acceptance by Americans of fixed financial 


, 


NR 





8) 


MATTHEWS 


yay 


He 


e has devoted much committee 
who worked ag: t child 
ientary 

reat 


social 


1 
+} 


re executing the Com- 


shortly before Fran 


* , 

from God 
. ? 
and ma 


sa rt hin 
| irtner Ni} 


» lost his Congression i 

War I, he won't adm 
nan Dies is smart enough 
hows: he ha pported Roos 


managed to snipe at Eneland in 


The NATION 


speeches while voting for lend-lease and has 
that he does not favor lend-lease aid to Russ 


bitterness against the Soviet Union brought f1 


L 


gressman Sumners ; ninder that one doesn't 


As for the Japanese, his press statement she 
revelations might have prevented Pearl H 


officially dented by the State Department and 

ported by subsequent committee publicati 
h delivered at New Orleans in October 
ssed the Japanese as “just a bluff.’ 


conscaentious objector tO war, he can fair 


olationist. Everything in his phil 
poses L people's War and will Oppo ea peace I 


collective security. In 1938 he was warning 


munist propaganda for collective security migh 


he 
i 


nal 


into war; his committee was especially bitter agai: 
Loyalists in Spain. As late as 1940 he was inve 

Of promising to investigate, the efforts of the ¢ 
British to make America unneutral 


thting folk who ask about a man 


in or out of Congress. In the last war 


7 
was too young to be drafted, although many 
ie 


exans of his age enlisted. He is not too old 


his health doesn’t e 1 permit 


yngressional job. Suspicious $ 
A 


alth ts \ 


J. b. Matthews—the Informer 


BY RICHARD H. ROVERE 


iffas 


1 
ryt 


hal 


al 


In) 


a former Communist, 1s the 
of Martin Dies. In private he is 


} i. wall | P : 
sest adviser; in public his most fawning 


gh he bears only the unimposing title of 


or, 


he does more work than all the regular 


put together. If Matthews had not 


pcrs 


cn 


t¢ 


in 1938, the committce might 


ted out of existence. It was fast becoming 


ment 


( 


1 


Nyress ind a joke to the press. 
a three-day orgy of self-reproach, 
ind hus work as a staff 


ever since. In return he has 


hand to run the greatest sn 


hi 


ree 


SLOrY 


lomineering and endlessly argu- 


is ideally uited to the job. As red 


rest of the committee know what 
no grasp of the movements they 


Matthews has known most of 


them from the inside and knows just when and ho 
can scuttle the truth. Left to themselves, Dies, Stari 
and Thomas would bungle things beyond repait 
could make no sense at all of the left-wing docun 
which are Matthews’s tools. But Matthews is an ind 
trious fanatic who will burrow forever in impo 
magazines like the Party Organizer. In almost every 
Dics and Matthews are as conveniently mated 
Spratt and his wife. Dies has political ability and po 
Matthews has energy and knowledge. Dies is easygoi: 


with the public; Matthews has th 


tensity and craftiness for behind-the-scenes intrigu 
their personal relations Dies looks up to Matthews 


f 


man of sound religion and vast learning who, unli! 
most intellectuals, is willing to make reactionary po 
a career. He was pleased as punch when Matthew 
writing “The Trojan Horse in America,’’ stuffed 
Troy metaphor with high-sounding allusions from Gr 


history. Matthews, although he privately considers 
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Cs + - S r ont 
PO! Oh hin) l Wil 1 it i ae Cit} 
: , 
e chance ire } . 3 ( té the 
( r New Dealer. But for t Research 
; 
f i Is One OF high importar Ever I 
i 
covers 1s another Turk brought lov nis 
' 11 ' 
ive the Republic from what he calls th 
I 
T 
ne the general idea of co tivisn if 
. | ] 
I 1 CONSISt principal of old letterhea ’ 
| 
I} and bac numbers of radical mag 
tor ] : 
ti Li L Spx up for Le Spain in 
7 ee oa 1] P , P } 
WhiUTNCWS Will not hesitate tO write nim Gown 


inist in 1942, He may not hold with such logic 


; 
f, | lat is not the p He has satd time and 
, } 
1@ considers it we minded to distit 
he a ape a 
ICrTesi¢ Cl ( ) OLD iM I aUuLoDdIos 
rote l belte t} demagogue. b 
’ ] ] baal ; 
MILA i nan who dell I Ci ( 0 |} 
} 
blic mind against business .. . is as dangerous 
Communist to the welfare of America.” And 
hat conservatives wh ( 1 oppose 
f ing illusions of our time must dro] 
iterpretations of wh | t K ¢ J 
i 
. and Sociali movemen From \ Cj t 


ror Matthews 1t iS Cnouegn that a man once 
Lovalist Spat noke harshly f th tiee 
Oyall Opain OF Spoke narsnly of the ulilitics. 
yurse, it 1s not enough for the public, and that 


Communist” or “fellow-travel 


Brown Matthews was born forty-eight years 
¥ 17 r , f | 1 
ris le, Kentucky, to a former school teacher 
C = me ae ee oe 
ewing-machine salesman. Republican in 
vi ; 1. ; = ened wou 
Methodist in religion, the family wanted young 


to their pattern. But at Asbury College, in 


where he studied ancient languages, 


iALLIICW ( { 


more, Kentucky. 





cll indirectly under the influence of the Christian 





uDCTa of his day, men like David Starr Je rdan and 








John R. Mott. H 


War teaching their gospel 


spent the years of the First 
i 


along with some arithmet 
and x nmanship, at a Chinese school in Java called 
fiong Hoa Hwe Koan. On the side he did 


iOnary We rk 


some m 
with the Javanese and ma: 
he Malay language to render the Methodist hymnal a: 


book by Henry Van Dyk« 


His stay in Java outlasted the war by a few years. H 


into that ditticult 


re , 
LOnyvuUu 


rcturned here to devote his full time to the study and 


caching of the antiquities. At Columbia he work 

nder A. V. Williams Jacks n, the great orient list nal 
he taught Hebrew, Latin, Greek 
Aramaic at several freshwater colleges in the South and 


Aca- 


demi colicapucs§ fec- 


Middle West. 


— 
call that he had a 
quick, 1f conventional 
inguistic mind 


still maintains a schol 


there 1S 


not much going on * 
around the Dics com oe 

mittee, he bolsters his 
$7,200-a-year income 


by doing some trans 2 


lations for the Stat 
Department. But in J. B. Mattheu 


' } | eid 
that period—the mid vn 
die twentics—his social conscience was developing raj 


idly, and he found himsclf more and more concerned 
with the problems of war and race relations. He joined 


several pacifist organizations, and in 1924, while teacl 


Tennessee votes for the La Follette-Wheeler ticket. 


If it had not been for th 


ng at Scarritt College, he did a yeoman’s job lining up 


unfortunate sequence in 
which he received two telegrams on a June day in 1929, 
Matthews might be spending his middle age as a univ 

sity scholar of modest abilities and liberal inclination 

One wire was from the Fellowship of Reconciliation, a 
New York pacifist group, and it offercd him the post of 
executive secretary. The other, which came a few hours 
later, was from Drew University, a Methodist school in 
New Jersey, and it asked him to accept the chair of 
Hebrew. Matthews would have preferred to take th 
teaching job and help the cause in his spare time, but he 
had already committed himself to the non-resisters | 


the time the 


second telegram arrived. Today he traces his 
subsequent misfortunes back to that fateful day, and h 
victims may well do the same with theirs. 

As a radical leader in Tennessee Matthews had shown 
a real flair for oratory and some facility as a writer, but 


he had no Opportunity to try his hand at the kind of 





| la bit! wh h le nds 5 pice an { a sense Ol impor- 
ny unimportant movements. In New York 

he discovered that his talent for meddling verged almost 
ius. When he testified before the Dies committee 

he na y-four left-wing groups with whi h he had 
I cf a per d of seven irs. Five months 
» work for the pacifi he joined the 


Socialists for consorting too much with the Com- 
f Vi Like Heywood Broun, who s then his friend, 
he a le his exit by the door to the left. Indeed 
I often so unreasonably ra il ) ¢ r to flaun 
his vi 1 boast of his darin that many people wl 
V hin 1en belies now th h is a provo 
I 1 by the government or some other agency to 
i | I I] y m Nn » ] id i Il t} i 1) I b f 
incrin ’ tements. On the basis of present ¢ 
h ms a n view of the m r. Extrem¢ 
ilwa racted him. Today he ts n bitterly and 


1d I i I hilos pn ot the Fellow ship < 

i i 
Recon rich npl 1 him nd in tl 
Socialist Party he associated himself with a group th 


f the yt imine in the Ukrau I even sa 
) d < ppau ghts of | rty } yuld mov 


in the Daily Worker, denying that 


rl Browder h 
chairman of the United States Con- 


Again 


the American Leag 


id enough confidence in 


ind Democracy. By far the most ambitio 


nterpr ever set up in this country, tl 
before the wat 
yn policy. It 


yone but a trustworthy Communist 


vaterial t urds of service to radical causes are 
ind children to sup 
ort. H ved the problem in 1932 by accepting a 


irt-time executive position with Consumers’ Research 



















mers’ Research radical only in the n jt 
was a help to the little man and a nuisance to 
Its director, F. J. Schlinck, had no political conn f 
and believed tn government by the technolog 
Nevertheless, Matthews felt that he could w 
without damage to his Marxist conscience. If i 
scotted, he clabora ed l theory, strictly his own, 
umer Communisn Apparently he was convit 
several other Communists got jobs at Con 
search, and by 1935 they had decided either to 
trol of it or wreck it and start a movement of 
A strike of the employees was called in the 
that y r, and Matthews, as in execulive, \ i 
spot. The issues of the strike are still obscured 
policies of both sides, but a few facts are c! - 
trikers had a legitimate grievance. Many techni 
paid only $13 a week and some had been fired | 
plaining. On the other hand, no one could doubt 
Communist leaders were moved less by pity ! 
worker than by envy of the organization’ 
lhey will always endure meager rations for 
they want to succeed. At any rate the strike was 
success. ihe strikers did not win their demands, I 
won enough public sympathy to start a rival o1 
tion, Consumers’ Union. But Matthews, whos« 
security proved greater than his revolutionary fers 
fought the strikers bitterly. His position with 
munists was intolerable; he quit them for good 
For two years before he turned up on the witn 
of the Dies committee Matthews meditated and 
After all the wrangling and conniving of the 
years he looked fondly back at his old Kentu 
and saw great virtues in it. Nostalgia mounted to 
ind then, exultantly, he wrote: ‘I had an inheri 
conser e traditions. Now, after almost twen 
years of political nomadism, I am back at the bes 
But political and economic conservatism is no 
merely an inheritance. It is a personal faith.”’ 
joiner, he began looking for movements in whi 
could express his new convictions. He found p! | " 
tead of denouncing fascists from Communist platt 
he began denouncing Communists from fascis 
forms, He became a star speaker for American P 
In in organization which was run by Allen % rig] 
He worked at the League for Constitutional ¢ 
ment, distributor of such items as the ‘Protocols n 


| Elders of Zion’’ and Elizabeth Dilling of 
Network 


a Fellow-Traveler,”’ 


His own turgid autobiography, “Ody 17 

was published by John Cecil 

as head of the National Immigration Board spend / 
energics trying to keep out anti-Nazi refugees on | pr 
ground that they are all Jewish Communists. An 4 esta 
by Matthews 
of the German Foreign Office. 
display | by Social [ustice. 





was published in Anti-Komintern, 0% 





Another was 
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: } . \ ’ +s , As ’ 
special Hx us< Commit ee on un-s/init 
’ 


vn as the Dics comm h 


man ns since its formation in 1938. It ha 
OT } 
nN for th constitutional! d 

} } ; lL. ¢ r¢ 
rights of t eople. Its methods have been a disgrace 

Congress whose delegated power if mtsu 

—ro eo 4 sseabates Stas 10 
SiO 1ave been so warped as to justify the charge 
; ' 
berate falsification. But its gt sin has been 
sin ag t the tradition of Congressional investi- 


As outlined by Representative Martin Dies in 


ting session of 1938, when the resolution that la 


the 
The 
critic ized 


Ne VCcI- 


tablished the committee's power was introduced 


irposes of the investigation were perfectly proper. 





weeping nature of the resolution itself 







e time by veral members of thc 





aS Nad a hand tin several of the 


se against labor. Matthews h: 


rc. fighter for Ng OTC Fivnts 
ressmen; the former 


the former pa 


History of a Hoax 


KENNETH G. CRAWFORD 


prorc 38 


if campaigns, | articuls 


ifiy 


is come a long way. 'T] 
henchman of poll-tax 
r of Hebrew ts atriend 
ist, Socialist, and Com 


} ! < } } 1 ‘ ' } 
iMcics tne Droad I Of | indicated py 
Maracter O St tiol investigated. Dies said 

3 inted 1 or <a eRe ! 

merely wanted to look into the activities of such 


the 


| 
Ie 


I ganizations as the German-American Bund. 
Maury Maver then a brash young Congressman 
Dies’s J i warned that the House could « x} { 
ri fishing expedition Congress has ever undet 
but the resolution w adopt 1 by voice vote 
This resolution is still the committee's basic grant «¢ 
ON lt provides for “an iny tion of (1) tl 
character ind obj ts of un-American pr f i 
ities in the U1 1 Sta (2) th diffusion 
United States of subver and un-America 
fa tl is instigated from forcign counts ( 
( CI Origin Li { il cks th pril I of tl 
( vernment guaranteed by our Constitution; 
(3) all other questions | relation thereto th 
1 Conart in any rem | legislation 
I rs have elapsed since this fishin peditior 
The 1 paper space « 1 | counts of the 
ommitt expli probably Id blanl the whol 
( | Ir ) the f f view of Chairm 
Di tuiry has | beyond his wilde 
1 
ti nati il figut not ju t an ol ure 
{ tl from J l ith a talent for |] t : 
iin id cloakroom t nie His committee h 
d, harassed, and obstructed the New Deal 
[D [ Nn r | n } t iC It n even h 
and i f ng N Deal candidates for important 
elective office. It has accumulated so much favorable 
members of the House, many if not mo 
of 1 ild like to choke off an investigation that 


buses 


out against it 


raid tO come 


me systematic ersecution of liberals and liber 


! 


including New Dealers and their projects, are 


About all this one finds little difference of opinion in 


Washington 


Dies has a small group of articulate de 


fenders and apologists in the House, led by the spitfir« 


reactionary from Georgia, Eugene Cox, but he has lost 


cast 


with the rank and file of Congressmen. Yet most 


members of the House, it is safe to assume, credit him 





le achievement. Most of them will 
that D has done the nation, and even the 
of liber 1 service by revealing and making 
y ki n the operating m thods of the Com- 
i i Vt ) cr Ir or nizations composed 
lly of liberal innocents, how they burrow into 
nd | y serve the foreign policy of 

t Kwrcl } 
If Di uld properly be credited with this, then 
ny non-Mar liberals probably would agree that he 
1 performed ry Actually, Dies accomplished 
h th The American Communists have revealed 
mselves in these last four years. No liberal, however 


inocent, is innocent enough to misunderstand an or- 
panization that shifted irom collective security to isola- 


tionism and back again while Russia was first combating 


I 


aceful propaganda, then entering into a 
non-aggression pact with Berlin, and finally fighting the 


Jazis magnificently from the White to the Black Sea 
A few members of the House, moreover, harbor the 


iclusion that Dies h¢ Ip 1 smash the German-American 


But nd the native fascist movement. Here again, the 
mashing was accomplished by events. Native nightshirt 
n | William Dudley Pelley went their way rejoic- 


} 


riven them, until 


helped by the publicity Dies had 
Hac } 


and until 


the FBI and the Justice Department moved in on them. 


'») mplis! nts in the field of fascist-smashing 
1D I red by the fact that he never dis- 
bed | r Charles E. Coughlin, spiritual center of 

the na mo nt. It can be further measured by th 

fact t most of the twenty-eight pro-Axis Ica lers now 


iting trial for conspiracy to undermine the morale of 


d forces were never troubled by him. 
Jo one who has watched it in Op ration, close up, 
popular mistake of crediting the Dies 
mmmittee with achievement of its publicly announced 
exposure of Communist and fascist influ- 
ences in the United States. It is true that the Dies 
mmittee qu ‘stioned both Earl Browder, secretary of 


the Communist Party of the United States, and Fritz 


Kuhn, head of the German-American Bund, and that 








The NATK 





both were convicted of 





rimes and sent to jail af 





appearing before the committee. But the prose 





agency in both cases was the Department of Justi 





the evidence presented was dug up by the Federal Bu: 


i 


of Investigation. Almost certainly both prose 
would have been won had there never been a Dies It 
mittee { 


The fact of the matter is—and it has been clear « 





since the first month after the committee started { lI 
tioning—that Dies has not been trying to destroy 
communism or fascism so much as the New Deal 
organized labor. He soon learned what he may or n 
not have known when he started—that there was 
an incidental connection between what he said he 
doing and what he was actually doing. To accom] 
his twofold purpose it was necessary to discredit liber 
of various shades, all allied with the Roosevelt 
Deal reform movement, but unconnected with the nat 
fascists or Axis-inspired nightshirt organizations on U.] 
right and uninfluenced by the Communist Party 
the left 
Had Dies actually exposed the operations of the ¢ 
munist Party, he would have destroyed his greatest a 
It served his purpose better to keep the line betw 
communism and non-revolutionary liberalism as hazy 
possible. To make the obvious distinction between 
erals bent on gradualist reform by legal, demo 
means and Marxian purists getting ready to inher 
revolution would have been to dilute the red paint D 
found so effective for smearing everyone outside 
own reactionary circle. 
In his report on the Union for Democratic Actior 
non-Communist organization founded to promot 
cause of intervention when the Communists were sing 
an isolationist tune, Dic me close to attacking Ii! 
as such. He was saved trom this extremity, however, 
the trusty files of J. B. Matthews, the committee's 1 
sourceful chief investigator. These files contain the nan 
of thousands of Americans who have belonged to, 1 ve 
ceived mail from, or been officers of organizations 11) ( 
the American League for Peace and Democracy. Th Ni 


organizations, many of them like the American Leag 
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lefunct, are classified as Communist fronts by the 


ynmittee. If it finds a list of names in the 
of such an organization or on a yellowed letter- 
the Dies committee proceeds on the assumption 
is a list of Communists or of Communist stooges. 

In the membership of the Union for Democratic A 
were, of course, many who had belonged to so- 
1 front organizations, as almost all men of good- 
lid back in the dim, dead united-front days. Ther 
o a few who, like Matthews himself, were 

r Communists or confirmed  fellow-traveler 
ver, it was patently silly, as even the New York 
pointed out, to call the pro-war U. D. A. a front 
the Communists. Moreover, some of the organizers 
the U. D. A. had no records of past affiliation with 
liberal or Communist-front organizations. In at least 
to the certain knowledge of this writer, Mat- 





: ] — 2 11 
solved this problem simply by allocating to a 


»). A. member some affiliations that never existed with 
yrganizations the victim had never even heard of. 
Dies method of 

il, carried one step farther in th ise ofthe 

1D. A. Since the U. D. A., in association with t 
ublic, had published a supplement di signed to ex- 
records of isolationist, anti-New Deal, anti- 


conviction by association was, 


Congressmen and thus contribute to their defea 


fall elections, the Dies Committee report implied 


the New Deal was to be the beneficiar 


~ 


lot against Congress. This implication was then 
Chicago Tribune 
rs, whose bias against Roosevelt is nearly rabid 
whose attitude toward the war is not far from ncu- 
By a tenuous chain of association going back to the 


of the American League for Peace and Demo 
the New Deal of 1942 also became Communist 


This has been the method of the Dies committee al- 
from the start. Application of the method is re- 

ling of its purpose. Organized labor, particularly the 

C. I. O. has been as obvious an intended victim as the 
New Deal. Communists in the labor movement and in 


New Deal Administration—and there have been 





‘ thiin Fish Smith Dilling 








ind still are some, more in the C.I.O 


ronment, but still a few in relatively unimportant | 


cratic posts in Washington—have been v1 
incidentally, 

Dies's sympathies have always been with the ext 
onservatives. He was an alicn-baiter 


became a Jabor-baiter. 


Deal, even strung along with it during the R 


honeymoon of 1933, he started voting the line of his 
fellow-Texan, John Garner, as soon as it became appar- 
ent that the President meant what he said about b 

liberal reform. Dies has wielded the power of his com 


muttee as a guerrilla fighter uses a machete 


paign since, and including, the Congressional and state 
campaigns of 1938. 
There has been nothing subtle about Dics’s political 


VINO 
axing. 


He has gone in swinging and laid about him 


without regard for the nicetics of political usage. His 


first victim was Frank Murphy who in the fall of 1 ; 
had come through the sitdown-st: risis and was 
eeking reelection as governor of Michigan. Dhtes’s 
method here was to permit Murphy's poli enemics 
' Te , - a 

to fill th committee record with ut ] rt charges 


that Murphy was a dupe of the Communists, who had 


I 

tricd to turn the automobile plants over to radical stril 
ers. Similar treatment was given Elmcr Benson, Farm 
Labor governor of My 1. Both f i (Cf \n 
attempt was made to defeat Culbert Olson for governor 
of California, but in this case a crude job of attempted 
character assassination failed to kil] 

More recently Dics has worked on I Henderson, 

uling him an “ex-cra kpot ind other names, all 
eagerly pi ked up by the Axis radio rt-wa 


> Perkins, ac- 


propaganda; on Secretary of Labor Fran 
cusing her of shielding Harry Bridg on Attorney 
General Francis Biddle, charging him with obstructing 

f the In 


um of virtually all crimes. 


and on Sccretary 


accusing } 


the work of the committce; 
terior Harold Ickes, 
Dies's attacks on government officials have been timed 
to do the most possible harm. Henderson, for « xample 


was hauled over the coals while his price-control bill was 


pending before the House, and swecping charges that 
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Lor in a letter fron Dics to 


lace, chairman of the board 


the Irving Trust Company, 
member of nothing more 
church before coming to 


ed, was thinking of David 


Vaugnn. once a 
Peace and Dem« 
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The 


director of the American Leagu 


xracy and not a government cm, 
ed Di for 875.000 on the theory 
on made against him was ortegt 

; 
not in an < 1 House documer 


newspapers, it was not privile 9 


thercfore not proof against libel action. Dies huffed 


ig, to get out another report. After 
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rm so expurgated that it bore only a pale re- 


to the original. It was a report subscribed to 





ies and his fellow-travelers, who have always been 

majority on the comunittee, attacking “Marxist 

who masquerade under the name of liberal” 

urging that these atheists run the New Deal. It 

y were Cloaking their totalitarian ambitions 1n th 

ve raiment of reform but actually were trying to 
Jabor under the National Labor Relatio: 

rriculture under the Agricultural Adjustm 
tration, industry under the Securities and I 

Commission, and so on. Centralization of powcr 
ington was called the first stage of Washingto 
hip and Roosevelt “the Kerensky who preced 


(ator. 





three New Dealers who had been placed on th 
e in successive attempts to reform Dies—Re} 
tives John Dempsey of New Mexico, Jerry Voor 
California, and Joseph Casey of Massachusetts 
1 to bring out a minority report if this tra 
iblished by the majority. As a result, the repor 
1 down and finally brought out as a unanimous 


endation that the committee be continued. How- 


erpts from the original were published by The 


excerpts showed, more clearly than anything 

is ever been written by or about the Dies com- 

just what it had been up to. The report was, of 

written by Matthews in an attempt to put an 
al base under the feet of Dies and his anti 

issociates on the committee and in the House. 
has written not only the Dies committce 1 

t many if not all of Dies’s speeches and maga- 
es, and one book. In fact, the Dies committ 

ould be called with more accuracy the Mat- 

ymmittee. 

almost certainly had no very clear idea of what 

ild do with his authority and his first $25,000 

n he got them and took up the hunt for subversives 

re it had been dropped by a succession of House in- 
rators—Hamilton Fish of New York, John McCor 

»f Massachusetts, and Samuel Dickstein of New 

It was to prevent Dickstein from continuing with 

tigation that the Southern crowd, which found 

f in control of the House after 1932, made Dies 

in ‘of the committee. All the previous investi- 

had found the hunt an unrewarding enterprise. 

ies had no better success at first. His original ap- 

ition was not large enough to finance very 

of a show. To conserve his meager exchequer he 

| to depend principally on volunteer witnesses who 

pay their own expenses, and most of the volun- 

were wackies. John Metcalfe, a reporter for the 


1) Limes, was Dies’s first paid investigator and 









was never publishe i1—-or rather it was publish« i 





fir full-dress wi H ( ™ 
American Bund to find o what 1 | 
ed some pretty sensational te But t . 

papers didn't give it much of a pl It f | 
J hn Fre head of the M« | Trades D } if 

A. F. of L., turned up with a statemer ( 
nists in the rival C. I. O. that D: t 
rackpot 

Frey's testimony showed hit vhat led { 
hat th press want i—the two t s were ident 
Ever since then he has borne down heavily on charges 
of communism in the C. I. O., often timing exposure of 
leaders in specific unions to hit the newspapers simul 


taneously with the start of contract negotiations. This 


h; ppened, for exam} le, in the important Harvester n 

gotiations. But there wasn't enoug! Sper ific material on 
ommunism in the C. I. O. and communism in the gov- 
ernment to keep the hungry presses fed, There wasn't 
enough, that is, until Matthews appeared as if from 


heaven, to serve first as a witness and then as a paid 


i 
employee of the committee. He knew the comrades and 
their methods, and he was willing to t 

Increasingly under fire in the last few months, Dies 


has taken to putting his foot in his mouth with painful 
regularity. He recently boasted from th lusion of his 
Texas home that he was about to expose a gigantic sy 
ring, but nothing has come of it; he stated flatly that 
Axis diplomats had protested to the State Department 
about the committee's activities, but the department said 


it had received no such prot ts: he demanded that t] 
Department of Justice place 17,000 German Americans 
under surveillance, only to be informed that this would 


require an army of 51,000 FBI agents doing nothing 


else. Things have not been going well, but another 
port, this one on German espionag thotage, and 


propaganda, is in the works, and Dies apparently is rel 
ing on it to assure the customary renewal and $100,000 
appropriation next year 

The fact is that Dies could not bring out a compre- 
hensive report on Nazti-in pircd propaganda activities 


without mentioning his friends. One of his « 
friends and collaborators 1s Hamilton Fish, whose con- 
nections with Viereck brought him close to the fountain- 
head of the pre-Pearl Harbor Nazi propaganda in this 
country. Inevitably, the line followed by Matthews and 
Dies has led them into tolerance for if not active collabo 
ration with the native fascists. Some of Matthews’s own 
stuff has turned up in their publications. And even 
though the extreme anti-democrats, Jew-baiters, and pro 
Axis elements have been driven under cover by the 
circumstances of war, they have not been rooted out 
Coughlin and his gang are still at large. So are th 
more respectable and therefore more dangerous of the 


hot-headed former isolationists, or, if you please, non- 








interventionist ror 


New York Daily News, the Washington Times-Herald, 
Senator Burton K. Wheeler, and Charles A. Lindbergh 


} 


are spokesmen or pot ntial spokesmen. 


' » af - ° 2 »< 
Ihe Dies committee has now spent a totai or $385,- 
s 


( It has tried to discredit scores of earnest, useful 
a ns. Any incidental contribution it has made will not 





BY WIL 


ratin preser of German funds, h if ed 

mo t! t D) committce to facilitate the 
growth of an A ri fa m. The committee, whose 
capa 1b) for ! till las unappre iated, has created 
for Amcr f ts if immensely useful and pro- 
ocative myth of a national government swarming with 
Communists, demented professors, and aliens. It has 


i 


ribed explicitly to the fiction that the United States 


in danger of a red revolution, thus lending authority 
a new potency 


as Vice-President 


doubts and anger: 


to the traditional fascist appeal. It 
Wallac 


on which fascism thrives. 


once charged, aroused 


One's natural impulse 


has performed this ignoble servicc unwittingly. But both 


is to believe that the committee 


the committe chairman and its research director are 


’ ' | 
foo Keen politicall Too ¢ 


ynically aware of their effects, 


to allow so amiable an interpretation. The record of the 


rwhelmingly consistent: 1f it does 


‘ 


nimuittee itself is ove 


not prove that those responsible for the committce’s 


policies are fascist-minded, it leaves no doubt that they 
have intentionally sponsored the distortion and preju- 
which are fascism’s leit-motif. 

to sense the valuc of the Dies 


AmMcrican { qul 
i 


mitts rave been its eager, staurch, and unscrupu- 


le defender They have gathered thousands of peti- 
f its continuation, acclaimed its “statesmanlike”’ 

otic” qualities, and with charges of commu- 

badgered many of its Congressional oj po- 

nents it lence. With a zeal which would have been 
; had the Committee to Investigate un- 

At vitics been living up to tts name, they 
rted their followers to support “this great 

American protective movement.” When Wallace con- 
mncd D Father Coughlin urged Social Justice 

( f to ermploy their leisure moments” to write 
Di letters of encouragement.” He suggested that a 
million letters to Dies would be “an answer to those 
vho are | on destroying him.” George Deatherage, 


was investigated by the committee, 





whom the Chicago Tribune, the 


Whose Tro yar n Horse? 


L CHASAN 





compensate for the violence it has done the trad 
of Congressional inquiry. Of all the Congressional , 
mittees that have operated as inquisitorial agenci 


the last four years, including the Truman comn 


the Dies committe: probably will be longest ren 


bered. It will be a smear on the record of New | 


Congresses so jong as the record remains. 


mailed out franked copies of a speech by 


nolds praising its work. Gerald Smith’s Committ 


One Million collected 400,000 signatures on | 
urging Congress to renew the Dies appropriation. § 


boasted that this was “the 
single effort put forth to support the T committec 
Educational Le 


the recent federal-grand-jury action 


biggest and most eff 


tinuation The Constitutional 
named in 
seditious groups, claims that on one occasion when 1 
Dies committee was threatened, it “secured over 4, 
OOO signatures to petitions and deluged Congres 
an avalanche of letters and telegrams from aroused 
triots.” Other groups named in the federal-grand 
sedition charges espoused the Dies cause with 
fervor. 
The 


leaders have 


Dies committee’s occasional thrusts at fas 


1 


never alienated them. They h 
knowingly interpreted the committee's infrequent ar 


almost 


fascist moves as necessary political camouflage, put « 


in the interest « 


f obtaining a new Congressional san 


tion. James True, for example, carefully explained 


subscribers to his Industrial Control Reports that D 


“had to play politics until he procured a large apy 


priation,” but that actually “several members of t 


committee deplore the un-American investigation 
George E. Deatherage and General George Van H 
Moseley, and that 


future hearings will be effective.” 


influence in the conduct 
William Dud 


Pelley assured his Silver Shirts that Dies “for pro} 


their 


ganda reasons must rant and roar against race prejud 
and religious intolerance but behind the scenes 
different trend is apparent.” At rare intervals a n 
leader, like Robert Edmondson, has been provoked 
some temporary discomfiture at the hands of the « 
mittee into denouncing it for “placing Jews before An 
icans.” But generally the fascist attitude toward the D 
committee has been characterized by warm approval a: 
a nice understanding of its political difficulties. 


The committee chairman, to whose poll tax mental! 
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fascist ideas offer no real shock, has encouraged this ua 
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ig. A feeling of ideological kinship, bolstered 


undiscriminating desire for applause, led 
ppear at mectings whose distinctly fascist nature 


ii 


thinly disguised. He endeared himself to a 


1 Square Garden meeting, at which Social Justice 
ked. by saying that “we in America are not now 
r of any invasion of foreign armies despite the 


ur-mongers and propagandists.” The audience 


m this sentiment had a specific connotation 


lustily. Dies addressed many similar audiences 
was gratified to hear himself described as “the 


hour.” He spoke for the clearly pro-fascist 


Defense Society and was the featured speaker 
on of the New York State Economic Coun- 
inged by Merwin K. 


Vheeler-Hill and Fritz Kuhn. These fraternal 


Hart and attended by 


ns created a close personal bond between the 
1 the quarry. Dies could not be expected to 
firm friendships through some tactless com- 
ion. Nor could the un-Americans see any rca- 
ir the activities of one who implicitly indorsed 
zram and openly accepted their hospitality. 
igh vastly helpful, Dies’s personal appearances 
assemblies have been only a subordinate phase 
mmittee’s usefulness to those whom it was sup- 


curb. The main value of the Dies committee 


n fascists has been as a mighty central propa- 
ncy. It has provided the fascist press with 
is quantities of lush and, to the gullible and un- 
damning material against our democratic in- 
It has given them “evidence,” bearing a Con- 


il committee’s stamp of a proval, to show that 


7 
i 


New Deal leaders are tainted with communism, that 
New Deal agencies are overrun with reds and 

and that the President himself somehow 1s in 
in all this villainy. Dies, according to the Federal Com- 


munications Commission, is the American « 


frequently in Axis propaganda broadcasts. What per- 


juent! u 
haps is more to the point is that the Dies comm 
from its inception, has been a principal source of ma 
terial for American fascists. 

Through its own facilities the committee has given 


the same material, a mixture of fantasy and half-truth 


1. far wider currency than fascist channels al woul 

permit. The respectable New York Tvmes never w 

I I 

feature a charge by Pelley or Winrod that Leon Hender 

son is a Communist and a crackpot, but it has gladly 

done so when the charge was made through the Die 
1 ; | 

committee. In this r ct the glaring unfairness an 


testimony enhance its 
worth to American fascists. For when a Congress! 
committee accepts and respectable new papers print test 


mony that seems untrue, they extend the bounds of 





marks of truth and 


authority, and open the way for acceptance of the mos 


credibility, destroy the recognizabl« 
grotesque fascist propaganda. Thus the Dies committee, 
with the aid of the anti-New Deal press, has in effe 
built up ‘a receptive audience for fascist libels which 
previously evoked only scornful disbelief. 


American fascists have shrewdly exploited the Dies 


committee's authority. Many of the spectacular “revela- 
tions” which they were able to pul lish as the commit- 


tec’s official findings actually originated in their own 


1! 


files. The device is who has followe« 





Fight Communism Save America 


Attend These Meetings Join American Patriots 


AMERICAN PATRIOTS, inc. 


CALENDAR OF EVENTS FOR DECEMBER 


You and your friends are invited to attend these important, illuminating meetings. 





ISSUED BY N.Y. CHAPTER, AMERICAN PATRIOTS, INC., 49 W 44th ST.. NEW YORK; NATL. HDORS., GREENWICH, CONN. 





PRO-AMERICAN FORUM 

Dr. J. B. MATTHEWS 

Former member of the Communist “Inner Circle’ 
will speak on 
“Communism in the Federal Government’ 

Dr. Matthews, whose recent testimony before the Dies Committee 
was sensational, will tell a startling story of the extent to which the 
Communist Party has bored its way into Washington. 
Hote! Biltmore, Madison Ave. at 43d St. Admission $0 cents 


Thursday LUNCHEON MEETING 
Dec. 8 under the auspices of 
12:30PM THE NEW YORK STATE ECONOMIC COUNCIL 
Speaker 
CONGRESSMAN MARTIN Dies OF TEXAS 
Chairman of the Congressional Committee 
Investigating Un-American Activities 
Price, including luncheon, $2.00 


Thursday ORGANIZATION MEETING 
Dec. 8 of the new American Federation Against Communism 
mar T™" meeting is or *tive members of th 
- “76 listed * 


Sunday 
Dec. 4 
3PM 





Hotel Biltmore 











PRO-AMERICAN FORUM 
Dec. I! Two outstanding speakers 
3PM Major GENERAL GEORGE VANHORN MOSELEY 
A fearless, outspoken patriot, whose attack against 
Administration policies after his retirement from the Army this Fall 
produced a real storm. ALSO 
Don BaTE 
Formerly United Press correspondent in Shanghai 
A brilliant speaker and an authority on international affairs 
“Keep America Out of War’ 
Admission 50 cents 


PROTEST RALLY 
This great rally is being held to protest against the 
Un-American censorship of radio, as exercised against 
Father Coughlin, Boake Carter, and others. 
Bainbridge Colby, Senator James A. Reed of Missouri 
and other men of national prominence will speak. 


Sunday 


Hotel Biltmore 


Thursday 
Dec. 15 
8PM 





Meeting sponsored by Committee for Defense of Americans’ 
Constitutional R:-" 
Manhattan ™ 











the committee's proceedings. Innumerable stories which 





blossomed into newspaper headlines were planted by 





avowed fascists with the aid of the committee. Dies ad- 











mitted to one reporter that Father Coughlin supplied 








him with “anti-Communist” material. Elizabeth Dilling, 











in condemning her indictment for sedition by the federal 








grand jury, offered as proof of her Americanism the fact 





that she “furnished data and assistance to the Dies com- 




















mittee.” Joseph Kamp, the director of the Constitutional 





Sit eee League, is known to frequent the commit- 








tee’s office, and numerous other fascists have enjoyed 














helpful and sometimes profitable relations with it. Their 








presence explains at least in part why so much of the 





ommittee’s record runs parallel to the fascist “line,” 





and why its chairman's occasional ranting against intol- 












HREE members of Martin Dies’s Committee on 











un-American Activities provide him with a clear 





fi pi of co-conspirators and congenial stooges. 








J. Pa Thomas of New Jersey, ““who can find subver- 








sion in trees and isms in running brooks,” and Joe 








Starnes of Alabama, who suspects anyone whose grand- 























parents were not born in America, form a hard core of 

















intolerance around the committee chairman. 
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h Mason, an isolationist Republican from Illinois, 















































ym pl t he 1 jor 
Ihe committce minority, which is timid to the point 
of worthlessness, consists of two New Dealers—Jerry 
Voorhis of California and Joe Casey of Massachusetts— 
nd Harry Beam, a Democratic machine politician from 
Chicago. Voorhis, a rich man’s son who once called him- 
If a Socialist, is genuinely liberal but invincibly naive. 








Phe Dies majority considers him an “easy mark.” Casey, 








2 more astute politician, we yuld be a better match for the 

















I arics on the committee, but he has found it 
expedient to take a minor part in the committee's pro- 
ecdings. He has left the burden of Of position to Voor- 














hom he credits with “doing a splendid job.” Beam, 


product of the Kelly-Nash organization 








Four to Three 


BY CHARLES VAN DEVANDER 


erance or race prejudice has never disquieted them 


The Dies committee, according to a blunt critic 
do the United States no greater disservice if its | 
were owed directly to Hitler. This judgment, in th: 
of the record, seems only mildly intemperate. Th 
mittee, aided and incited by its fascist prompter 
attacked our democratic symbols with subtlety, « 
and cynical ruthlessness. Although a “fact-finding 


it has, in the fascist tradition 1f not with fascist mot 


subordinated truth to ideology, “revealing” only « 


obvious facts to acquire a sympathetic hearing fi 


less obvious distortions. It has permitted itself to by. 


come something close to a Trojan horse for Ameri 


fascism, and the record often indicates it has do: 


‘with open eyes and genuine zest. 







who “‘goes along ’ with the New Deal on domesti 


lation and ‘went along” with the Administration's 


Pearl Harbor foreign policy, has only a tenuous clain 


membership in the minority. He has contributed litt 
the committee record and often has “‘gone along 
the majority. 

Thomas and Starnes, together with Dies, und 
exactly the function their committee is performin 
they have not allowed the minority’s occasion: 
feeble protests to deflect them in any important 
With the help of the anti-New Deal bloc in Cong 
they are using the committee consciously and eff 
to obstruct liberal laws and agencies. Unlike Du 
assumes mt role of a detached patriot, his collea 
often admit their purpose, which they see as a per! 


legitimate one 


John Parnell Thomas, who exceeds Dies in bitter 
toward the New Deal, began his career as a bond 
man in Wall Street at a salary of $12.50 a weel 
eventually became the head of an insurance-broke: 
firm. Thomas drifted into politics afier the war, 


which he emerged as a captain. His tory views were an 
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Ree, 


Voorbis 


Starnes 





Thomas 
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1 Frank Hague, Thom 
menace, alien-| 
vc been Thomas's chief con 
most conspicuous Congressional acts, aside from 
ipation in the Dies committee, have been a pt 
ny the benefits of the Wagner Act unions 
officers and the introduction of a resolution 
Secretary of Labor Perkins be impeached for 
re to deport alien radicals. Thomas was only 
agrined when William Dudley Pelley, during 
rance before the Dics committee, called the im- 


masterpiece”’ and said that he had 


in pamphlet form to 100,000 people. 


pparently regards labor unions as a breeding 
yf subversion. He has denounced the National 
lations Board as a shield for potential saboteurs. 
files to employ¢ rs 


upon the subversive connections 


yees. Thomas uses red menace, fifth 


| 


roughly synonymous terms. 
United States has flourished 
said in a radio address in 
removing the fifth column 


a 


»the New Deal from the seat 


the Alabama Democrat, has a great deal 

n with Thomas, the New Jersey Republican. 

re tories and pretend to fear that the Dies com- 
may turn out to be the last remaining safeguard 
the dictatorship of the proletariat in America.” 
in the tradition of Southern standpatters, believes 
inhood and the poll tax and “‘standing in” with 
rests. The Alabaman, who taught school before 
nto the practice of law and politics, was elected to 
ress in 1934. He is energetic, hard-working, and 
lly ambitious. His immediate goal is a seat in the 
It is significant that the Alabama Power Company 
he Tennessee Coal and Iron Company, Alabama's 
orporations, are backing him despite his support 
TVA, the pet hate of the power crowd. His cor- 
yn friends doubtless understand that no opponent 
VA can stay in politics in the Muscle Shoals district. 
from that one excusable lapse there is nothing in 
> record to which any conservative could object. 

a perfect anti-New Deal score on other domestic 
rs and is particularly “sound” on labor questions. 


> many Southern politicians, Starnes has found the 


1 to be a convenient political whipping-boy. Nor does 


op with aliens. Lumping tens of millions of patrioti 


ns in the same category, he told the 1937 conven- 


i quarter 
y to become 
thin.” 

Starnes’s value as an investigator of un-American activ- 
itics 1s measured by the fact that he has never considered 
the Bund dangerous. Another indication of his value was 
provided during the committee's investigation of the 
Federal Theater and Writers’ Projects. A witness hap- 
pened to mention Christopher Marlowe's ‘‘Faustus 
Starnes snapped to attention: “Marlowe?” he said. “Isn't 
he a Communist?’ 

Noah Morgan Mason, fourth member of the Dies 
committee majority, is an amiable sixty-year-old conserva- 
tive who spent all of his adult life up to 1930 as a peda- 
gogue. In 1930 the local Re publican organization snatched 
him from his books and sent him to the Illinois Senate, 
where he stayed until elected to Congr 

Lacking the viciousness and farsecing 
Dics-Thomas-Starnes clique but sharing all its reaction 
ary views, Mason is extremely useful to the committee 
chairman. When the annual question of appropriation 
comes up, Dies shrewdly sits back and allows Mason to 
do most of the talking. Mason, with a show of reason- 
ableness, usually concedes that the committee has made 
mistakes—who of us hasn’t—but assures the House that 
the committee should be continued on the ground that 
the good it has done outweighs the bad. It is an effective 
dodge; the committee admits everything, but answers and 
explains nothing. 

Mason was an isolationist before Pearl Harbor mainly 
pending of ‘huge sums” for 
defense against “imaginary enemies’ abroad. A Repub- 


because he deplored the s 


lican of the Hoover vintage, he dislikes the New Deal's 
fiscal untidiness, and judges most measures by their 


possible effect on our tax rate. 


Harry P. Beam probably is one of Congress's least 
distinguished members. He was an assistant corporation 
counsel in Chicago during the Capone-dominated twen- 
tics and was clevated to Congress in 1930. Beam has 
contributed little to the Dies committee or to the House 
of Representatives. In the tradition of the Chicago Demo- 
cratic machine he ‘‘votes right,” with only occasional dere- 
lictions. He has been no problem to the Dies-Starnes- 
Thomas triumvirate in their conduct of the committee, 
although he has balked at approving the worst of thcie 
“reports.’’ Like Mason, he is useful window-dressing. 


‘ph Casey, an able if at times excessively prudent 
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Voorthis, whose family fortune has never impinge 


his social conscience, was a registered Socialist in th 


before the New Deal, that being ‘‘the only way | 


voice my protest against the reactionary lead 


both major parties."” With the advent of Presiden 
elt he became a Democrat ‘with a clear cons 
was elected to Congress in 1936 during the 
Calitornia radicalism and was reclected two 


nd again in 1940. 


Until his association with the Dies committe 


often extolled as the leading Ihbera 


nencumbered by Marxist prejudices, he had 


tinctively American view and a courage wl 


cessful in politics frequently lack. Voorhis 


j 
recent fall from grace and 
no sign of altering his conduct. H 


nined to continue his eff 


rent in the reco! 
ictly the kind of nai 


ity has flor rish 


The Small Fry 


7 ES WRECI ae 


ional Conference of Clereg 
6 at Asheville, North ¢ 
th Gerald Winrod, now under ind: 
ind Michael Ahearn of 
Associates. Later hi joined True tn 
il Control Reports, one of the many n 
trculated by the friends of American fascism 
Sullivan's record dramatized the link bet: 
cists and the labor-spy ring. The La Follette coms 
nosed his services as an espionage agent for th 
Audit and Inspection Bureau, s¢ rvices which pr 
were among his qualifications when Dies hired 
Exhibit 118 of the hearings of the La Follette comn 


a letter from I. D. Rice, a leading official of the } 
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Letters for Dies 

As national chairman of the Committee of 
e Million, the writer is proud to report that 
en Mr. Dies asked for a continuation of his 
mittee, together with an additional appro- 
ion, the Committee of One Million carried 
petition bearing more than 400,000 names to 
bington calling for the continuation of the 
ligation. We pla ed LP15 ps tition bef re (he 
Committee, and it was also pre ented on 


yw of the United States Coneress. Ex pe rt 


, , 
, P , j > 
ey ‘nsist that this was the Oi est ind 
{T ; wwoal fT ne L fy ¢ , 
t effective ingle effort put fort) to iM | port 
/ i 
stipuatine f Loe 4 , snls s09f 
nlinhation Of h1s lalesnmlanlike com*iiile 


Gerald L. K. Smith. 


> thf atte sl a P ” 
In your appreciation of the work accom 
ada / 


ler 


, ’ Pe 
Cd by Dies, empioy sone Of your {éi 


HVve 
him atletter of encouragenent. 

} re f 
f, OD ueoht 10 PIS deSR 


7 , , , 
t be an answer lo those who are bent on 















] } 7 a 
Ve DOU WHICH WE 





































to his New England manager. Rice wrote: 
Mr. E. F. He is a 


letter from 
on in the Boston territory.”’ 


note Sullivan. 
r that we have put 
g his tenure as Dies’s principal sleuth, Sullivan 

a character named Alvin I. Halpern to the com- 

witness stand. When Sullivan made contact with 

Halpern was under indictment for grand larceny. 
of his second appearance before the committee 


sentenced to a term of one to two years for the 


f his crowded criminal and espionage career 
n developed some interesting thoughts about the 
He once 


umn menace. observed in a report to 


ttee members that “Jewish organizations naturally 


ncerned about the activities of the German-American 


ind the so-called Silver Shirts, but this concern is 


1ared by any other agency with whom I contacted. 


the most part the law enforcement groups and patri- 


‘ncies seemed to think that this great agitation over 


ivities of the Bund is but a smoke screen to take 


yple’s mind off the real menace, communism and 


> 


iffiliated with it 


ivan’s past activities finally made him too “hot’’ 
for Dies to carry, and he was dropped from the 
’s staff. When last heard from he 


with a Ukrainian American fascist group. 


tt 
LC¢ 


Was asSsoO- 
ther loquac ious expert w hom Dies used was Walter 
litor of the National Re public. Steele “exposed” 


> Of liberal organizations, including the American 





C1) 


ment.’ His 


testimony occupies 402 pages of the 


committee volumes. What the Dies committee never ex 
ry] _ ‘ > > \X/ Ite Ste Ip’ wr " ‘ VP +. +. 
plored were Walter otceceic S OWN SUDVCEFIVe activitics 


which are continuing today. 


Chief lobbyist for the American Coalition, In " 
super-patriotic alliance which includes among tts affiliates 
such fascist groups as the American Vigilant Intell 


gence Federation and the Paul Reveres of Chicago, Steel 


is one of America’s leading pro-fascists His publi ation 


has a circulation of almost 90,000, supported 
aa 


' 
It specializes in alien 


Franco during the Spanish war 
1 


baiting and depicts all labor leaders as Communists. As 


lobbyist for American Coalition, Stecle appears at 
every state and federal investigating committee to piv 

mpartial” information on communism. One of Steele's 
late indertakings was an attempt last March to intro 
i fascist literature into Puerto Rican schools. His ef 
Port I I i the wrath of the head of Puerto Rico's 

hool system, and the Army Intelligence Service balked 
the pro by declaring that “the Natzonal Repu i 
a fascist publication which should not be allowed ta 






The Dies committce waged war against tl 
key New D 
grip of the Communists. 
Edw ird 


1; 
@ | 


ul project. Its thesis 
Banta, 
d not reveal it, Was CiOSClY asso 
American National Labor Party, an 

isgul ed pro Nazi outfit. He 
Christian Front and a contributor to Bund 
Banta is still an fascist. 


‘ague of American Women Against Con 


Banta. Brother though 
ymMmiuttee 
vith the 
Was a Sp aker for the 


sireotan 


ociat 


tions 


ctive His current ns 


who believes that the Communist Party 


is composed of outcast Jews,” has also sought to form 
in alliance wv Leon De Aryan, recently licted for 
sedition 

The committee listened attentively to the findings of 


Harper Knowles as he gave the lowdown on subversive 


activities on the West Coast. The committee identified 


him as a representative of the American Legion—an asso- 


ciation which Legion officials quickly disclaimed. One 
yn Knowles’s reliability was provided by 
James S. Landis, who observed bluntly that Knowles 
“lied when he dared to.” 


While the Dr 


commentary < 


comm ( Was making Knowl > a 


- benefactor, another government inquiry was dels 


ranization to which he devoted most of his 
ernergies—the Associated Farmers, of which Knowles was 
secretary. The La Follette committce found the Associated 
ty of fomenting anti-labor violence through 
ornia. It described the Associated Farmers’ move 


ment as part of the pattern of native American fascism 


The Dies committee never investigated the Associated 


“7 


Formers bu ind]) 1 evidence from its 


secretary, 





Olson as a 


terized Californias Governor 


Communist sym] ithizer. 


Hazel Hoffman, an agent of the Dies committee, testi- 


fied in M 1941. about the American Peace Mobiliza- 

ble whether the Dies committee 

ica ; ecial gent to ex post the A P. M. as a 

om! front. A significant item, gencrously over- 

| by Martin Dies, was Hazel Hoftman’s connection 

with the Constitutional Education League. The league, 

iwcaded by Joseph Kamp, a labor-baiter and shri wd pro- 

fascist, was one of the Dies committce’s most vocal sup- 

por ‘| recent government sedition indictment listed 

( of the organizations through which conspiracy 

the war effort was being carried ot Yet Hazel 
Hofttman was a heroine in the Dies committee play 

George E. Sullivan, former counsel for General George 

Horn Moscley and ex-Representative Jacob Thorkel- 

\ I pert welcomed by the Dies com- 

ruttee. Sullivan, who recent book, “The Road to 

I f that there is a Talmudist plot to over- 

yw Our government, was known as an anti-Semite 

before h ppcearance at the hearings. His mode of 

feared him to Socval Justice, the 

Defender, and other pro-fascist publications, 1s illustrated 


best bv the title of one of his booklets: ““Wolves in 


< 


Sheep's Clothing—An Authentic Portrayal of the Per- 


tidious Proposals of Communism and Socialism in Their 


Real S as Masks and Devices Employed by 
Amazingly Organized and Financially Powerful Occult 
Forces, Bent upon World Conquest. 

Many Dies experts had a direct stake “smearing” 


eafic New Deal agencies. A good exam} le of a vested 
unchallenged—as a deta 


was Alice Lee Jemison 


indian Bureau of the Department of the 


interest posing hed reporter 
who came before the committee 
if accuse Ul 


interior Of attempting communisn 


} 
iS! on the reservatiotr Mi 


to spread and pagan- 


r r ¢ ] \Wwoc try - 
Jemison s ikKC Was sim 

‘ , 4 , 
pic. She was Washing 


ative of the American 


n represen 
I 


idian Federation, organized to lobby for legislation 


giving t isands of Indians $3,000 each. The Indian 
Burcau was opposing the legislation. But Miss Jemison 

pot be icadline a an expert on sul version. 
I could also have discovered, if he had bothered 
© mquir hat Mi Jet on had contributed to least 
| ! ! { | S¢ ( with 

| ibeth Dillis 

Onc of the shadiest episodes in the history of the Dies 
muttce is that involving David Mayne. Mayne, who 
had been Silver Shirt Pelley's Washington agent, was 


by the committee apparently to embarrass Dies’s 
Repr 


who, thi 


employe ( 


theral crit pecially sentative Frank Hook, a 
Michigan Democrat committee had learned, 


were prcpating an indictment of Dies’s mysterious asso- 


tations with leading friends of the fascist front. Mayne 


made contact with Dies's foes and sold then 


copies of 


The NATION 


letters allegedly written by Pelley boasting of a secre 


agreement with the Dies committee. Since Mayne’s cr, 


dentials as a Pelley representative were beyond dispute 


the letters were purchased in good faith. They were ; 
as part of a general exposé of Dies, who then tr 


phantly produced Mayne’s proof that the letters wer 


forgeries. Subsequently Mayne was brought to trial. H, 


pleaded guilty to charges of forgery and taking m 
under false pretenses, but sentence was unaccount 
suspended. 

Other Dies informants included John W. Koos, th 
Ukrainian fascist leader, who in 1938 cabled cong 
lations to Hitler for his success in settling “the minority 
problem,” 


rcaders of the Coughlinite Brooklyn Tablet that if Franc 


and Professor Edward I. Fenlon, who a red 


were a fascist, it would not necessarily make him or his 


cause vicious. There were also the anonymous labor s 
who supplied Dies with the information on the b 
which he charged that the C. I. O. was overrun \ 
felons. 

Why did the Dies committee accept the “revelati 
of these walking delegates from the fascist fringe? Pro! 
ably because it shared all their preconceptions. Certain 
the most lurid charges against the New Deal could n 


have seemed improbable to a man who like Dies believe 


+ 


that Supreme Court Justice Murphy and Vice-President 


Wallace are tainted with communism. Whatever the mo- 


tive behind his performance, Martin Dies chose to gir 


America’s political underworld its day in court 


friendly attorneys and a packed bench, and, in some 


instances, with iiberal fees for services rendered. 





They Support Dies 


r 


jf hat e | the hichest re spect for the Dies 
commitice and sympathy with its program.” — 
George Sylvester Viereck. 


“I am in favor of it {the Dies committee) 
to be appointed again and I wish them to get 
more money.’’—Fritz Kuhn. 

"Il founded the Silver Legion in 1933... to 
propagate the exact same principles that Mr. 
Dies and this committee ave engaged in prose- 
uting now.’’—William Dudley Pelley. 

Behind the whole fight on the Ku Klux Klan 
has been that hand of an msidious alien influence. 
The victous fight on the Klan sprang from the 
same source which has fought the Dies commit- 
tee from the day of its inception.”—Ku Klux 
Klan pamphlet. 




































